
School Mental Health Advisory Council
July 26, 2021



• Roll Call

Call to order



Approval of Agenda 
and Minutes
Agenda: July 26, 2021

Minutes: April 29, 2021

Poll questions will allow the votes to be public information but will not reveal how individuals vote.



Public Comment
• Guidelines for Testimony

• Prior to start of the School Mental Health Advisory Council meeting, be sure to 
email Kelli Byrne, kbyrne@ksde.org expressing desire to speak during public 
comment.

• All comments will be taken under advisement by the council.
• Any response from the Council to public comments will come at a later date.

• Verbal Public Comment 
• Verbal comments are limited to three minutes.
• Cue will be given one minute before time expires.

• Written Testimony
• Written input must include the name, address and county of residence of the 

person submitting comment.
• Written comments can be submitted via email to Kelli Byrne, kbyrne@ksde.org 

mailto:kbyrne@ksde.org
mailto:kbyrne@ksde.org


KCTC Data Usage – 
Best Practices
Kent Reed
Jane Groff
Rebecca Kramer
Christina Mann
Danira Fernandez-Flores



Climate Types Report Example

This is completely fake data with fake "calculations" 
for conceptual and demo purposes only



Kansas Community that  
Cares Survey

District Integration



How do we use the data

• MTSS implementation

• Programming adjustments

• Public transparency

• Community conversations



Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS) Implementation

• District Leadership Teams

• Building Leadership Teams

• Collaborative Teams

o Grade level

o Content area



Programming Adjustments
• Use protocols to analyze data

o What do you see?

o What does the data suggest?

o What does this mean for our work?

o So, what are we going to do?



Public Transparency

Posted on website and shared  
at an annual district banquet

Annual Board of Education  
presentation

Building Site Council Meetings



Community  
Conversations

• Identified anecdotal evidence for  
concern

• Look for quantitative data
• Create a prevention committee
• Build plans



Rebecca Kramer, Director of Early  
Childhood and Elementary Education

Questions???
rkramer@usd345.com

Danira Fernandez-Flores, Director of  
Secondary Education

dfernandezflores@usd345.com

mailto:rkramer@usd345.com
mailto:dfernandezflores@usd345.com


BREAK – 15 minutes



STAR Recognition 
Update
Myron Melton



Kansans Can Star 
Recognition Program

2020 and 2021 Progress and Results



2020 Kindergarten Readiness Award



2020 Individual Plan of Study Award



2020 Social-Emotional Growth Award



• Kindergarten Readiness - 4

• Individual Plan of Study - 12

• Social-Emotional Growth - 13

* 2020 Awards will be carried over and recognized in 2021

2021 Application Estimates



Bullying Task Force 
Recommendation on 
Teacher 
Preservice/Preparation
Catherine Chmidling



Teacher Preparation Standards
• How higher ed 

standards are 
inter-related:

Professional Education standards (field)

LICENSING

PREPARATION
Professional Education 
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• Interstate 
Teacher 
Assessment and 
Support 
Consortium 
(InTASC) 
standards are 
national 
professional 
education 
standards



Interpersonal & mental health topics 
addressed at multiple levels
• Each license content area (Elementary, Art, Chemistry, etc) 

addresses working with children and each individual child, 
parents/caregivers/stakeholders, and fellow teachers.

• Education Dept oversees all license areas. Addresses 
Professional Education standards that include 

• recognizing individual student needs, 
• creating a supportive learning environment, 
• positive social interaction, mutual respect, 
• working with stakeholders and professional peers to advocate for each 

child and build a supportive culture.



• Each applicant for an initial teaching license must pass the 
Principals of Learning and Teaching (PLT) Praxis test as well as a 
content-specific test.

• PLT test includes 
• promoting a positive learning environment
• detecting bias, promoting a safe and open forum 
• Awareness of school peers’ roles and stakeholders, and implications of 

major legislation including mandated reporting 
• Test includes examples of working with individual children to develop a 

skill or address a concern

License tests and requirements:



Student Teacher Work Sample
• Preparation programs require a student teacher work sample.
• Work sample requires 

• Observe social characteristics of a classroom and a selected subgroup, 
including emotional, attitudinal, motivational, etc. 

• Written plan for establishing a positive learning environment including 
self-motivation, positive relationships, positive classroom behavior, 
cooperation, active engagement and purposeful learning.

• Sample lesson plans must discuss specific classroom routines, 
procedures, activities that address social emotional needs of students.

•  Candidates must provide summaries of communication interactions 
with individual P12 students and reflect on the impact of instruction, 
learning, and student growth (social/emotional). 



See mental health summary 
responses
Collected brief summaries from a sample of teacher prep 
institutions – 2 public, 2 private.

• Mental health, bullying, mandatory reporting, and suicide 
prevention are addressed repeatedly throughout a program 
plan of study.

• Often included in an interpersonal relations, classroom 
management, developmental psychology, and exceptionalities 
courses.



Fastbridge Update
Kent Reed



 

https://www.fastbridge.org/


 



 



 



 



 



 



Review of Teaching 
and Leading 
(Navigating Next)
Kent Reed
John Calvert
Jane Groff



Navigating Next



Timeline
• Released: February 12, 2021

• Last update: March 9, 2021



Purpose
• The goal of Navigating Next is to support school systems by providing 

concise, prioritized guidance for effectively and successfully 
completing the 2020-2021 school year while simultaneously planning 
and preparing for the start of the 2021-2022 school year. 

• Navigating Next will support districts in determining options for the 
use of federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) funds, scheduled to be expended by September 2023. 

• Navigating Next builds on previous guidance, Navigating Change: 
Kansas’ Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations (2020), a key 
resource for school systems as they implement instructional and 
operational practices.



Action Plan



Moving Forward 
• As we move forward into what we hope to soon be a post-pandemic 

era, focus must begin in earnest to address our students’ social-
emotional and academic needs created by this extraordinary event.

•  Schools must take what they’ve learned about their capacity for 
providing non-traditional classroom settings and instructional models, 
and mobilize that into an innovative plan for recovery. 

• Assessing and addressing the loss of student success skills won’t 
happen overnight, but our efforts must start immediately. This 
document provides guidance for how to begin that work today. 



 



The Kansas Teaching and Leading Project

★ Social and Emotional Learning
○ Addressing Diverse Staff SEL and Well-Being Needs
○ Taking Care of Yourself

★ SEL Delivery and Support
○ SEL for Adults Fun and Functional

Kansas State Department of Education ┃www.ksde.org┃#KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success of each 
student

https://kansasteachingandleadingproject.org/
https://kansasteachingandleadingproject.org/social-and-emotional-learning/
https://kansasteachingandleadingproject.org/sel-delivery-and-support/
http://www.ksde.org/


HB 2208 Updates
Diane Gjerstad



 



 



HB 2208 – Mental Health Modernization

• Contains the contents of 3 bills:
 

• SB 175 Rural Emergency Hospital Act

• HB 2208 – Behavioral Health workforce 

• HB 2261 and SB 138 – directs KDHE to develop processes to certify CCHBC, 
submit to federal agency for approval and develop a prospective (actual cost) 
payment system 



Rural Emergency Hospital Act 
• Problem:  current hospital licensure requires high cost, low census 

services, such as acute care over-night beds.  Rural hospitals serving 
declining populations are unable to cover costs.   

• December 2020 Congress passed bill creating a category of licensure 
for rural hospitals, fewer than 50 beds, to a model specializing in 
emergency services and out-patient services

• New payment system for rural hospital under threat of closure
• New model focuses on primary care needs of community, chronic disease 

management, out patient treatment, emergency services 
• Requires on-site 24/7 emergency services and transfer agreements to 

regional facility and maintain a healthcare clinic 



Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board:  Workforce 
• BSRB requested language mirroring 2019 changes in social 

worker licensure to professions clinically licensed:  Marriage 
& Family Therapists, Professional Counselors, Masters Level 
Psychologists and Addiction Counselors.  

• Modernized language allowing clinical supervision via 
“televideo” 

• Social Worker Association testified Kansas was only state 
requiring 350 hours of direct client contact during internship 
was a barrier to increasing the number of clinicians (time, 
money, out of state)



Workforce 
Licensed Specialist Clinical Social Workers Across Kansas 

1,755 – Statewide
 83 – Western Kansas 
 1,672 – Eastern Kansas



Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic  
• Issue:  All four surrounding states have expanded Medicaid, 

implemented CCBHC model or both.  
• Workforce competition:  All four neighboring states are drawing down higher 

rates,  providing additional client services and able to recruit away Kansas BH 
professionals.  

• CDC data:  35% Kansans diagnosable anxiety or depression (up from 21%), 
alcohol/substance abuse, overdose deaths, higher percentage of incarcerated 
have diagnosed mental illness (31% compared to 22% nationally)

• Suicide continues to be a significant mental health crisis – second leading 
cause of death for ages 15 to 44.  

• Post - pandemic increase in demand for services.



Certified Community Behavioral Health Centers
• Requires federal approval of Medicaid state plan amendment 
• KDHE will build certification process and reimbursement 
• Applying CMHCs will develop plans for integrated services, meeting needs of 

specific populations, 
• focus on Veterans & active duty, underserved populations; 
• ‘whole person’ integrating behavioral health needs and physical health; 
• Comprehensive screening and services – substance abuse, tobacco cessation
• Collecting data – evaluating client, how to remove barriers for client access
• Mobile crisis services – working along with law enforcement



 



Lunch Break



Membership 
Updates
Kathy Busch



Wrap Up Comments
Kathy Busch



The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  KSDE General Counsel, 
Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Kathy Busch
Chair
kbusch51@gmail.com 

Kelli Byrne
Administrative Specialist
Special Education and Title Services
(785) 291-3097
kbyrne@ksde.org   

mailto:kbusch51@gmail.com
mailto:pbone@ksde.org
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