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STATE DEPARTMENT OF December 10, 2019

EDUCATION

1. Better support and direction for school districts
Kansas law requires school districts to adopt bullying policies and plans and make
provisions for training. More direction and support are needed for these efforts. Clear
guidelines for strong policies and effective plans need be shared. A statewide unit should
be established or appointed to offer guidance and support school districts as they
implement policies, plans and training. A bank of promising practices needs to be
collected and available for school districts.

2. Continue and develop the state’s focus on social-emotional and character development
education to address school bullying
The research is clear about those youth behaviors that lead to school bullying.
Preparation in social-emotional and character development skills are directly related to
these bullying and victimization behaviors. Social-emotional growth is one of five
measured outcomes in the Kansans Can initiative. Resources and supports available
related to these initiatives in Kansas need to be shared through better communication
efforts.

3. Examine the current state law and determine if it requires reconsideration
The Kansas law on bullying is broad and is somewhat inconsistent with research
identifying bullying as repetitive over time and involving a power imbalance. The same
inconsistency is evident in the state definition of cyberbullying. It is recommended that
the State Board of Education examine the current state law and provide appropriate
guidance.

4. Local policies and plans must focus on relationships, school climate and culture, and the
mental health impact of bullying in schools
Bullying is a complex and multidimensional social issue. Bullying can occur in physical
locations such as at the school, on a school bus, but can also take place virtually through
online platforms such as social media and gaming. Different strategies are needed to
address bullying based on the level of schooling, age of children and different school
contexts. Changing school climate and culture takes time and persistence. Changing
culture is especially difficult. To positively impact bullying behavior, schools need to focus
on peer and adult-student relationships. A caring and safe environment is necessary. Any
bullying plan must address the differing needs of students and staff identified by research
regarding but not limited to biological sex, gender identity and expression, race, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, disability, religious faith, and socio-economic status. The whole school
community needs to be involved in policies and plans addressing bullying, including
students, staff, teachers, leaders, families and those in the larger community context. A
trusted means for reporting bullying behavior needs to be developed and shared. Mental
health and counseling support for schools need to be strengthened and new funding
sources considered.
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5. The state needs better data on school bullying and measures for assessing program
effectiveness.
The KCTC survey is an ambitious effort to gather information from students across
multiple dimensions. The survey currently contains seven questions regarding bullying.
At the same time, no collectively accepted measures for assessing bullying exist in Kansas.
Given there are disparities in bullying experiences for identifiable characteristics
measures that enumerate those experiences by demographics should be available. It is
recommended that the KCTC survey continue to be administered but improved in ways
outlined in the report. In addition, the need for school climate and other teacher surveys
should be considered. Districts need guidance in determining which bullying programs
are truly evidenced-based. In addition, agreed upon variables and measures for assessing
the effectiveness of bullying programs need to be identified. Any surveys conducted
should include a common definition of bullying.

6. Addressing Cyberbullying
As technology and social media continue to proliferate across our society, it is expected
that the incidences of cyberbullying will increase. Cyberbullying can be exceedingly
pernicious as it can increase the number of witnesses and audience, while also being
anonymous. Districts need to consider specific plans regarding cyberbullying, and work
with teachers, students, families, caregivers and technology/social media experts in
finding effective means for addressing this behavior. Information campaigns by districts
with input from students are recommended.

7. Training, professional development and teacher preparation
Educators have a wide array of responsibilities. Teaching and learning are complex
matters that require a lot of skills. Academic achievement is important, as is the training
of the other skills identified in the Kansans Can agenda. This includes growth on socio-
emotional learning. But in order for schools to implement any program effectively, time,
resources, and effective training are key. Training for in-service teachers and pre-service
teachers on issues related to bullying and youth suicide prevention is recommended.
The most promising practices to impact bullying behavior are those that are school-
wide, universal and involve parents and families. This is the goal of social-emotional
learning programs, and effective approaches should be shared and considered.
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Continuous Learning Resources
https://www.ksdetasn.org/tasn/kansas-continuous-learning-2020-resources
Kansas Continuous Learning 2020 Resources

This page is provided to support you in accessing the wide variety of resources that can be helpful in
implementing local Continuous Learning plans. This is in addition to and is provided to support the guidance
provided by the Kansas State Department of Education.

KSDE Resources

Kansas Continuous Learning 2020 Website - continuously updated

Recording of KSDE March 19 press briefing introducing the Continuous Learning Guidance Document- added
3/19/20

KSDE Special Education COVID-19 Updates can be found on this page, documents are updated regularly -
continuously updated

U.S. Department of Education Resources

Supplemental Fact Sheet Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Schools
While Serving Children with Disabilities (March 21, 2020)- added 3/21/20

COVID-19 ("Coronavirus") Information and Resources for Schools and School Personnel - added 3/20/20
Questions and Answers on Providing Services to Children with Disabilities During the Coronavirus Disease
2019 Outbreak (March 12, 2020)- added 3/12/20

Online Learning Resources

Center on Online Learning and Students with Disabilities - added 3/27/20

An Educator’s Guide to Virtual Learning: 4 Actions to Support Students With Disabilities and Their

Families from NCLD - added 3/25/30

Links of Resources for Shifting Instruction Online from Illustrative Mathematics - added 3/20/20

Tool Kit for Making the Transition to Online from the CEEDAR Center - added 3/20/20

Ditch that Textbook- Resource to Support Teachers with eLearning - added 3/20/20

Google Sheet of Online Resources for Students who Receive Specialized Instruction, Including Resources for
Gifted/Enrichment - added 3/20/20

Resources from Kansas Association of Special Education Administrators (KASEA) - added 3/20/20

Digital Citizenship from KSDE - added 3/20/20

Low Incidence Populations

Supports for Students who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing from Kansas School for the Deaf - added 4/7/20
Supports for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities from Arkansas Department of Education - added
4/2/20

Unique Learning System (ULS) is offering free trial for the rest of this school year. Current users will be given
full free access to News-2-You, Symbol Stix Prime, Positivity and L3 Skills- added 3/25/20

Support for Students with Visual Impairment/Blindness from KSSB

Support for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities in Virtual Learning

Resources for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities updated 3/26/2020

COVID-19 Resources from The Autism Society of America

Family Engagement and Communication

Learning From Home: Five Tips for Success- added 4/2/2020

How to Support Students Learning at Home- added 3/30/2020



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ksdetasn.org%2ftasn%2fkansas-continuous-learning-2020-resources&c=E,1,ON_8yaohGf7L6u2fNTN_UIdKw_vEwvlBcpmeyYDM5HtxB5tJJS8koXrXme2OKzv0bhTI489iLWqZ2woZtx4qlIu-ksdCBl4C-RG8_MT1DYg,&typo=1
https://sites.google.com/ksde.org/kansascontinuouslearning2020/home
https://mediastream.ksde.org/Media/Main/ZoomPressConf.mp4
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Special-Education
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
http://www.centerononlinelearning.res.ku.edu/
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/An-Educators-Guide-to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-to-Support-Students-With-Disabilities-and-Their-Families.pdf
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/An-Educators-Guide-to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-to-Support-Students-With-Disabilities-and-Their-Families.pdf
https://illustrativemathematics.blog/2020/03/14/links-to-resources-for-shifting-instruction-online/
https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/virtual-toolkit/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/elearning/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F13tT8mMImixAtsuRLGOIIkBpq1O6or2kS4yD5Z3lvHmg%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7Chpeine%40usd259.net%7Cd6a168623235495fe3fb08d7cc40b273%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637202451603987627&sdata=FmLnm1aZs3oxTQL%2BbNmBMX8hagq4z3c4gHVfV%2Fgbin4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F13tT8mMImixAtsuRLGOIIkBpq1O6or2kS4yD5Z3lvHmg%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7Chpeine%40usd259.net%7Cd6a168623235495fe3fb08d7cc40b273%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637202451603987627&sdata=FmLnm1aZs3oxTQL%2BbNmBMX8hagq4z3c4gHVfV%2Fgbin4%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TZw3eqxG-evO9jyQ6rHr6x1hG-Z5hZ7i
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ksde.org%2fAgency%2fFiscal-and-Administrative-Services%2fInformation-Technology-IT%2fResources%2fDigital-Citizenship&c=E,1,jwPdQ1YsG1RyRmDiCrv6lK7wKEEEGQHdMh4zCXoCaxvDnY79jFKlEtL2aYgqknLYmG1jv_y1sOkvDZ_4uCiXvgZ2YDjhpYo01_d3bsDP-wsB3imlsbZW8rEB&typo=1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1luAJT_kTr0xfhVk_x3aR2zPzxQBY1N74
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KCaVnM0xYvezfMEHEOycV5ccflcP36VZ
https://www.n2y.com/trial/#2
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Cxe6CJvulFomSraYYlOE0EL_lReBtcpQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JydkanDomnaw-FiC_PQ7CDxn7b-N-6Sg-kfNKlwteQM/edit?ts=5e73a9b5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oxoCg1zAYBh5EGqm1qZgwJjaeND5BReA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.autism-society.org/covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR0wJNt6BsW_tTmJvIKD2H7KKubNHFoR_BPZj1R-4RFfndneSk4z56f-8-M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/114dvRpHJ462uQgEpvLZKP_2A9fnFwIix/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TtgqsJjZcOBK6cP6_QtPMiF-X7AZ3eQi/view?usp=sharing

A Parent’s Guide to Virtual Learning: 4 Actions to Improve Your Child's Experience With Online Learning from
NCLD - added 3/25/20

KSDE COVID-19 Family Guide

Supporting All Learners: Resources for Families and Caregivers of Children with Special Needs
Technology Tools to Enhance School-Home Communication

Understanding Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) and Building Resilience

Stress and Childhood Resource

Family Engagement Technology Videos

Social Emotional Learning

SEL Resources During COVID-19 from CASEL

Tips for Teaching SEL Online from Institute for SEL

Teaching Self-Regulation in a Home Learning Environment from the Kansans Can Competency Framework-
added 4/1/2020

Teaching Assertiveness in a Home Learning Environment from the Kansans Can Competency Framework-
added 4/1/2020

Recorded Webinars

Planning for Long-Term Virtual Learning if COVID-19 Extends School Closures from Education Elements -
added 3/24/20

Wading Through a Sea of Ambiguity: Charting a Course for Special Education Services During a

Pandemic from NASP

Teaching Special Education Online During COVID-19 from CEC aired March 20, 2020

Smart Data, Safe Students: Harnessing Data While Protecting Student Privacy from Infinitec

All Things Chrome (6 part webinar) from Infinitec

Organizational COVID-19 Resources

KDHE Covid-19 Resource Center



https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/A-Parents-Guide-to-Virtual-Learning-4-Actions-To-Improve-your-Childs-Experience-with-Online-Learning.pdf
https://sites.google.com/ksde.org/kansascontinuouslearning2020/kansas-family-guide-to-continuous-learning
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/2650
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/2650
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/2157
https://ksdetasn.org/resources/2117
https://www.ksdetasn.org/kpirc/family-engagement-technology-videos
https://casel.org/covid-resources/
https://www.instituteforsel.net/posts/realm
http://researchcollaboration.org/uploads/Self-RegulationResourcesForHomeLearning.pdf
http://researchcollaboration.org/uploads/AssertivenessResourcesForHomeLearning.pdf
https://www.edelements.com/webinar-virtual-learning-32420?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85206811&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_CnwqbzdtZy_Zaz6ao4PfraoabaEE6lUwKgP5yv4f4m1EeQq0RA7fjallcTi3R7tPfhvEjqLgHS4aYt1T5CLwZk9ZEoQ&_hsmi=85207719
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/covid-19-resource-center/webinar-series/wading-through-a-sea-of-ambiguity-charting-a-course-for-special-education-services-during-a-pandemic
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/covid-19-resource-center/webinar-series/wading-through-a-sea-of-ambiguity-charting-a-course-for-special-education-services-during-a-pandemic
https://cec.sped.org/Tools-and-Resources/Resources-for-Teaching-Remotely/Webinars/TeachingSpedOnline
http://www.myinfinitec.org/online-classroom?id=81d6a9fa-669a-4530-a012-015d20b81cee
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1L8iuHENe3R7m3ue78qahzvQhrb1cE4m8
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/

