
WIDA Alternate ACCESS ELP ASSESSMENT



• This state checklist is a guide for personnel involved in 
administering WIDA Alternate ACCESS. 

• The checklist highlights all tasks that need to be completed 
before, during, and after testing within a school or district 
and uses color to indicate who typically completes those 
tasks in your state. 

• This checklist has been customized for Kansas. The state-
specific clarification column contains guidance that your 
state education agency expects you to follow as you 
prepare for and administer the test.

Kansas Alternate ACCESS Checklist

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/WIDA-KS_Alternate_ACCESS_Checklist.docx


Test Materials Ordering Available in WIDA AMS 

(LEAs)
Fri 12/1/23 Fri 12/15/23

LEAs Import Student Data into WIDA AMS Fri 12/1/23 Fri 12/15/23

Upcoming Deadlines



WIDA AMS



WIDA AMS



WIDA AMS Main Navigation Menu

Click My Applications to display a dropdown menu 

• Student 
Management

• Test 
Management

• Import 
Management

• Materials



New Feature and Applications New



Online Help Feature New



Test Management

• Confirm or select registration 
window

• Create a new student and add 
them to a registration

• View/edit registrations

• Print test tickets
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Materials Arrive

• All materials shipped are securely and must be 
signed for upon delivery.

• Use the boxes to return materials when you finish 
testing.



Alternate ACCESS Materials 



• Only authorized staff handles test 
materials.

• Place all secure materials in locked 
storage.

• Do not leave materials unattended

• Do not share test information with 
students.

• Do not copy any test booklets or 
other secure materials

Secure and Confidential



• Provides information on the management and logistics of test 
administration.

• Sectioned by main responsibilities

• Scheduling 

• Returning materials

• We are in the process of customizing a KS specific document 
that will contain information pertinent to the Alternate ACCESS 
only. This will be housed on the WIDA Secure Portal.

District and School Test Coordinator 
Manual

https://portal.wida.us/resource/detail/b0808df8-9a93-ee11-a2e5-0050568b4ed0
https://portal.wida.us/resource/detail/b0808df8-9a93-ee11-a2e5-0050568b4ed0


WIDA KS Accessibility and 
Accommodations Framework

• Provides information on the accessibility and 
supports 

• Participation guidance

• Accommodations

• Accommodations checklist

• The Kansas specific manual is posted on the 
KSDE DLM website and the WIDA Secure Portal

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/WIDA-Kansas_Accessibility_Accommodations_Manual.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/WIDA-Kansas_Accessibility_Accommodations_Manual.pdf


Documenting Accommodations

Bubble test booklet



Contacts

WIDA
Contact the WIDA Client Services Center for questions 
regarding

• Assessments, training, and certification

• WIDA Secure Portal login credentials and account 
creation

• Test administration preparation and procedures

• Content of score reports

• Standards and Can Do Descriptors

• help@wida.us 1-866-276-7735

DRC
• Contact Data Recognition Corp for questions regarding

• WIDA AMS logins and permissions

• Test material ordering for initial materials and 
additional materials

• Returning test materials

• Booklet labels

• Editing/adding student information

• Student transfers

• Viewing reports

• WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com  1-855-787-9615

mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com


English Learners 
with Most Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities



Communication

ATLELLA Brief #7



Communication Beliefs

All individuals and all 
behaviors (including 
gestures, cries, 
noises) 
communicate.

Communication is 
possible and 
identifiable for all 
students.

Every step toward 
improved 
communication, 
attention, and 
interaction leads to 
increased 
independence.

No more 
fundamental 
outcome of 
education exists 
than the right and 
the ability to 
communicate.



Participation Decision Tree Page 4

Rubric for Determining 
Student Eligibility for the 
Kansas Alternate 
Assessment (DLM)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/KS-Alt-Access-Participation-Criteria-Diagram.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/DLM-Rubric.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/DLM-Rubric.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/DLM-Rubric.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/DLM-Rubric.pdf


WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS Assessment



Development in Language Domains

Assessing students' language abilities in English 
includes:
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Listening 

Measures 
comprehension skills 

that involves oral 
receptive language

Reading

Measures 
comprehension skills 
that involves written 
receptive language

Writing

Measures 
comprehension skills 
that involves written 
expressive language

Speaking

Measures 
comprehension skills 

that involves oral 
expressive language



Anchored in WIDA ELD Standards
ELD Standard 
1

Language for Social and Instructional Purposes 
(ELD-SI) English learners communicate for social and 

instructional purposes within the school setting.

ELD Standard 
2

Language for Language Arts (ELD-LA)
English learners communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of language 
arts.

ELD Standard 
3

Language for Mathematics (ELD-MA)
English learners communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of 
mathematics.

ELD Standard 
4

Language for Science (ELD-SC)
English learners communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of science.

ELD Standard 
5

Language for Social Studies (ELD-SS)
English learners communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of social 
studies.
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Unique Features of this Test

• Simplified Language

• Repetition of 
Questions 

• Increased Graphic 
Support 

• Larger Testing 
Materials and Graphics

Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing 
Sample Items (PDF)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alternate-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Sample-Items.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alternate-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Sample-Items.pdf


Alternate Proficiency Levels Descriptors 
(PLDs)

Describe ways multilingual learners with significant 
cognitive disabilities might develop across six levels of 
English proficiency in each domain.

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/AlternateProficiencyLevelDescriptors.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/AlternateProficiencyLevelDescriptors.pdf


Test Materials

• Student Response 
Booklet

Each Student Needs

• Test Administrator 
Script

• Test Administrator 
Manual

• Student Test Booklet

Test Administrators Need



Test Design
• Has four grade-level clusters.

• Allows for a variety of communication approaches. 

K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12

• Picture Exchange 
System

• Augmentative 
Communication
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Administration Considerations

• Order of Administration

• Test format
• Selected response: listening and reading

• Constructed response: speaking and writing 

• All sections are hand-scored by test administrator

Listening Reading WritingSpeaking
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Test Task and Timing

Domain
Proficiency 

Levels
Tasks Timing

Listening 1-5 10 30 minutes

Reading 1-5 10 30 minutes

Speaking 1-5 8 30 minutes

Writing 1-5 8 30 minutes
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• WIDA Alternate ACCESS is a semi-adaptive test, meaning that a 
stopping criteria is applied when a student is unable to 
complete 3 tasks or items in a row.

Stopping Criteria



Scoring Speaking
An expanded version of the Expect Box 
can be found in the Test Administrator 
Manual.

Speaking Rubric (PDF)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alt-ACCESS-Speaking-Rubric.pdf


Scoring Writing 

Writing Rubric (PDF)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alt-ACCESS-Writing-Rubric.pdf


WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations 
Framework
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Accommodations Checklist (PDF)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alt-ACCESS-Accommodations-Checklist.pdf


Training Resources

QuickStart Guide for Preparing to Administer (PDF)
Test Administrator Essentials (PDF)

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Preparing%20for%20Alternate%20ACCESS%20Testing%20%20WIDA.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/Alt%20ACCESS-Test-Administrator-Essentials.pdf


Individual Characteristics Questionnaire
• Download before testing and work with educators to document the 

individual student's characteristics.

• Student Disabilities Information.

• Test Administration Information.

• This information is reported on the Individual Student Report to aid in 
reclassification decisions.

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/DLM/IndividualCharacteristicsQuestionnaire.pdf


Don’t forget!

Don’t forget!
WIDA Alternate ACCESS scores 
and reports will not be 
released at the typical time 
this year.

❑ In fall 2024, scores will be released in WIDA AMS, 
and reports will be delivered to district/school 
sites. 

❑ Go to the KSDE DLM webpage once scores and 
reports are available to find guidance on scores 
and reports.



Contact Information

Twyla Sprouse
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title 
Services
(785) 296-5674
tsprouse@ksde.org

Cary Rogers
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title 
Services 
(785) 296-0916
crogers@ksde.org  

mailto:tsprouse@ksde.org
mailto:crogers@ksde.org
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