
All Day Kindergarten: 
Expanding Learning Opportunities and Building Success for ALL Children

Previous research provided a foundational premise built upon 2005-06 data that 
suggests:  

Current evidence-based practice has built upon that research base and has 
moved the teaching profession toward making intentional decisions that are 
based upon data and focused on meeting the needs of all children.  In Kansas, 
the framework for making those decisions is MTSS:  a Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports that provides a framework for data-driven decision making that occurs in a systematic and systemic way and promotes fluency 
and accuracy in the critical skills necessary for later success in school.

Best Practices (2005-06) Evidence-Based Practices: MTSS (current)
Time for children to learn through play exploration 
or self-instruction is provided

Multiple opportunities within a meaningful context are provided so children 
can learn and practice skills with corrective feedback provided by the teacher/
peer

Multiple grouping methods (e.g. whole group small 
group, individual one-on-one, guided discovery) are 
used when providing instruction

Explicit instruction carried out in small groups and/or learning centers, where 
individuals or small groups of children are provided explicit instruction through 
targeted lessons in game-like activities.  

Hands-on materials, such as unifix cubes, games, 
small toys or art materials are provided for the 
students in multiple subject areas.

Teaching focuses on learning and practicing critical early literacy and 
numeracy skills in ways that are concrete, fun, repeated, and carried out in 
game like situations.

Students are encouraged to move independently to 
new activities when finished with a project.

Multiple opportunities within a meaningful context are provided so children 
can learn and practice skills.  The classroom is a learning environment that 
supports individual learning needs.

Students are allowed extra time, if needed, to 
complete a project task.

Children are provided time to learn and ‘over learn’ critical skills rather than 
being exposed to a new idea/concept quickly and then moved on to another 
new idea/concept before deeper understanding occurs.

Advance notice about upcoming transitions, both in 
and outside the classroom is provided to students.

Teachers provide advance notice about transitions to upcoming activities to set 
the stage for meaningful learning.

Why do we need all day kindergarten?
Research (both old and current) suggest that the use of uninterrupted instructional time devoted to explicit instruction of critical 
skills and practice with corrective feedback within a meaningful context leads to a much deeper level of skill and knowledge, 
thus increasing fluency, and promoting future success in later grades.  All day kindergarten provides time for teachers to provide the 
instruction that guides children to ‘get it right the first time’ - and time for children to practice the ‘right skills’ over and over so that they fully 
understand and use these critical skills throughout their school years.  Result: students who have  the skills, knowledge 
and understanding necessary to be successful! 
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All Day Kindergarten provides the time needed for teachers to implement 
more best practices on a daily basis which positively impacted student 
learning in later school years (3rd/4th grades)


